
 

 

 

 
 

 

Welcome to the Cathedral for 

The Annual  

Justice Service 
for all those concerned with the administration of justice 

in the County of the West Midlands. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 8 October at 5.45pm 

 

Staff edition   



 

 

 

 

 

We are very grateful to the staff of the Victoria Law Courts 

for making this service possible during the renovations of 

Birmingham Cathedral  

 

 

Large print versions of this Order of Service are available.  

 The stewards will do their best to assist you. 

 Please make sure that your mobile phone will not disturb the service.  

 Please do not use a camera or video recorder during the service.    

 In the event of the fire alarm sounding or other emergency please remain 

seated until you are directed to leave the courts 

 

 

The Cathedral Choir 

(Girls’ and Men’s voices) 

 

Director of Music: 

Canon Marcus Huxley MA(Oxon) FRCO ARCM HonFBC 

 

Violinist 

Donna O’Neill   

Wragge Lawrence Graham &Co 

 

Verger : Need to take Collection 

Plates/Bags and a self – seal plastic 

envelope  

 



 

 

 

Processions 

Prior to the start of the service 

 

Please stand for the entry of the Procession 

 

The Mayors & Consorts  
 

Bench Chairs 

Deputy District Judges  

Recorders 

District Judges  

First Tier Tribunal Judges 

Circuit Judges 

High Court Judges and Clerks 

The Under Sheriff 

The High Sheriff 

Rt Hon Caroline Spelman MP, accompanied by the Canon Liturgist 

The Deputy Lord Lieutenant, accompanied by the Dean 

  
 

 

 



 

 
Hymn   

 

Please stand

Fill your hearts with joy and gladness, 

sing and praise your God and mine! 

Great the Lord in love and wisdom, 

might and majesty divine! 

He who framed the starry heavens 

knows and names them as they shine. 

 

Praise the Lord, his people, praise him! 

wounded souls his comfort know; 

those who fear him find his mercies, 

peace for pain and joy for woe; 

humble hearts are high exalted, 

human pride and power laid low. 

 

Fill your hearts with joy and gladness, 

peace and plenty crown your days; 

love his laws, declare his judgments, 

walk in all his words and ways; 

he the Lord and we his children-- 

praise the Lord, all people, praise!  

Words: Timothy Dudley-Smith (1926-); © by Hope Publishing Co. 

Reproduce by permission CCL 420397,  
Tune: Regent Square 

 

 

Please sit down 

 

 

Preparation 
 
Welcome by the Dean of Birmingham, The Very Reverend Catherine Ogle 

Brothers and sisters, 

we have come together in the name of Christ 

to offer our praise and thanksgiving, 

to hear and receive God’s holy word, 

to pray for the needs of the world, 

and to seek forgiveness of our sins, 

that by the power of the Holy Spirit 

we may give ourselves to the service of God. 



 

 

 Especially at the beginning of the legal year, we pray for 

our sovereign Lady, Queen Elizabeth, 

for the Judges and the administration of justice in the West Midlands, 

and all who in their several callings  

discharge the duty entrusted to them, 

for all in our communities and neighbourhoods,  

that to no one may justice be denied or delayed. 

 

Jesus says: 

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.” 

So let us turn away from our sins, 

and confess them in penitence and faith. 
 

There is a moment of silence 

 

All   God of mercy, 

we acknowledge that we are all sinners. 

We turn from the wrong that we have thought and said and done, 

and are mindful of all that we have failed to do. 

For the sake of Jesus, who died for us, 

forgive us for all that is past, 

and help us to live each day 

in the light of Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

May the Father of all mercies 

cleanse you from your sins, 

and restore you in his image 

to the praise and glory of his name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All Amen. 
 

The Cathedral Choir sing the Preces:  

O Lord, open thou our lips. 

And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

 

O God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us.  

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen. 

 

Praise ye the Lord.   
Setting by Thomas Tomkins 



 

Psalm                    Psalm 101 
sung by the Choir 
  

 

MY song shall be of mercy and judgement :  unto thee, O Lord, will I sing. 

2 O let me have understanding : in the way of godliness. 

3 When wilt thou come unto me : I will walk in my house with a perfect 

heart. 

4 I will take no wicked thing in hand; I hate the sins of unfaithfulness : there 

shall no such cleave unto me. 

5 A froward heart shall depart from me : I will not know a wicked person. 

6 Whoso privily slandereth his neighbour : him will I destroy. 

7 Whoso hath also a proud look and high stomach : I will not suffer him. 

8 Mine eyes look upon such as are faithful in the land : that they may dwell 

with me. 

9 Whoso leadeth a godly life : he shall be my servant. 

10 There shall no deceitful person dwell in my house : he that telleth lies shall 

not tarry in my sight. 

11 I shall soon destroy all the ungodly that are in the land : that I may root 

out all wicked doers from the city of the Lord. 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  

and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

 world without end. Amen. 
 

During gloria Verge High Sheriff to lectern  



 

First reading                      Proverbs
 
24. 3-7 

Read by Jonnie Turpie Esq MBE, High Sheriff of the West Midlands 

 

3By wisdom a house is built, 

and by understanding it is established; 
4by knowledge the rooms are filled 

with all precious and pleasant riches. 
5Wise warriors are mightier than strong ones, 

and those who have knowledge than those who have strength; 
6for by wise guidance you can wage your war, 

and in abundance of counsellors there is victory. 
7Wisdom is too high for fools; 

in the gate they do not open their mouths.  

 

This is the word of the Lord 

All Thanks be to God 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please stand while the Choir sings the Magnificat 

 

Magnificat                                        BCP setting by Orlando Gibbons (short service) 

 

 

MY soul doth magnify the Lord : 

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded : 

the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 

For behold, from henceforth : 

all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me : 

and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him : 

throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm : 

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat : 

and hath exalted the humble and meek. 



 

He hath filled the hungry with good things : 

and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel : 

as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 

and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 

world without end. Amen. 

 
Please be seated    

 

Second reading           Philippians 2 1.11 
 

Read by David Bradnock MBE JP, Deputy Lieutenant of the West Midlands 

 

1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any 

sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: 

be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 

mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard 

others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own 

interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that 

was in Christ Jesus, 
6who, though he was in the form of God, 

did not regard equality with God 

as something to be exploited, 
7but emptied himself, 

taking the form of a slave, 

being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 
8he humbled himself 

and became obedient to the point of death –  

even death on a cross.  

 
9Therefore God also highly exalted him 

and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father.  

 

This is the word of the Lord 

All Thanks be to God 

During gloria Verge Deputy Lieutenant to lectern  



 

 

Anthem  
 

Bring us, O Lord, at our last awakening into the house and gate of heaven, 

to enter that gate and dwell in that house, 

where there shall be no darkness nor dazzling, but one equal light; 

no noise nor silence, but one equal music; 

no fears nor hopes, but one equal possession; 

no ends nor beginnings, but one equal eternity, 

in the habitations of thy glory and dominion, world without end. Amen. 

 
Words: John Donne (1571 – 1631)  

Music: by William Harris (1883 – 1973) 

 

 

Sermon 
 

The Preacher is the Right Honourable Caroline Spelman MP, Second Church Estates Commissioner 
 

After the sermon there is a period of silence. 

 

 

 

 

Act of Dedication  
The High Sheriff  invites those involved with the administration of justice in the County of the West 

Midlands to stand.   

HS (e.g.)  ‘Please will all those involved with the administration of justice in the County of the West 

Midlands stand and join  with me in this Act of Dedication’  
 

The Act of Dedication is said by the High Sheriff and those concerned with the Administration of Justice 

 

We pledge ourselves, as those concerned with the administration 
of justice in this County, to work with all our hearts, and all our 
minds, and all our strength for the good of its people and the well-
being of its society. May God give us the wisdom to discern truth 
and justice, the courage to uphold them, and the humility to seek 
no other reward than that His will be done. 
 

Dean  Your salvation is near to those who fear you; 

that glory may dwell in our land. 

All Your salvation is near to those who fear you; 

that glory may dwell in our land. 

 

Verge Preacher  to Lectern 

After a good minute of silence  Verge High Sheriff to lectern  



 

Dean       Mercy and truth have met together; 

righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

All That glory may dwell in our land. 

Dean  Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit. 

All Your salvation is near to those who fear you; 

that glory may dwell in our land. 

Prayers 

Led by the X & X  
   

 Let us pray 

  
Please sit or kneel to pray. 

 

The following response is used:  

 

Lord, come to your people  

All may we live by your justice and love 
 

 

Gathering our prayers and praise into one, so we pray: 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come,  

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  

Amen. 
 

 



 

Hymn [458]  

The Collection will be taken during this hymn.  It will go to defray the costs of the service and to support 

the work of Sifa Fireside  - a dynamic Birmingham based charity improving health and inclusion for 

homeless people 

                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O God, whose all-sustaining hand 

is over this and every land, 

whose laws from age to age have stood, 

sure guardians of our common good, 

may love of justice rule our days 

and ordered freedom guide our ways. 
 

Be near to those who strive to see 

our homes from harm and terror free, 

who live their lives at duty’s call 

and spend themselves in serving all: 

receive for them your people’s prayer, 

uphold them by your constant care. 
 

 

Teach us to serve our neighbour’s need, 

the homeless help, the hungry feed, 

the poor protect, the weak defend, 

and to the friendless prove a friend; 

the wayward and the lost reclaim 

for love of Christ and in his Name. 
 

So may our hearts remember yet 

that cross where love and justice met, 

and find in Christ our fetters freed, 

whose mercy answers all our need: 

who lives and reigns, our risen Lord, 

where justice sheathes her righteous sword. 

 

Text: © Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1997, reproduced by permission CCLI Licence No. 420397 
Tune: Surrey 



 

Blessing 
The Dean 

May God the Father, judge all-merciful, 

make us worthy of a place in his kingdom. 

May God the Son, coming among us in power,  

reveal in our midst the promise of his glory. 

May God the Holy Spirit make us steadfast in faith, 

joyful in hope and constant in love. 

             And the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

All        Amen. 

 

 

National Anthem [489] 

 

God save our gracious Queen, 

long live our noble Queen, 

God save the Queen! 

Send her victorious, 

happy and glorious, 

long to reign over us; 

God save the Queen! 

 

Thy choicest gifts in store 

on her be pleased to pour, 

long may she reign; 

may she defend our laws, 

and ever give us cause 

to sing with heart and voice 

God save the Queen! 

 
  

Please remain standing for the recessions 

 



 

Recessions 

 
Cathedral Choir 

 
 

Judicial Recession 
 

The Lord Lieutenant, escorted by the Dean 

Rt Hon Caroline Spelman, escorted by the Canon Liturgist 

High Sheriff 

Under Sheriff 

High Court Judges and Clerks 
Circuit Judges 

First Tier Tribunal Judges 

District Judges 

Recorders 

Deputy District Judges 

Bench Chairs 

 

The Mayors & Consorts  
 
 
 

Refreshments will be served in the corridor in front of the Law Library 


